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CONFIDENTIAL USUN 1 171 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UNSC, EG, XF 

SUBJECT: RESUMPTION OF MIDDLE EAST DEBATE ON SECRETARY 
GENERAL S REPORT 

REF: USUN 1125 

1 . FOLLOWING ON THEIR INVOLVEMENT AS "GO-BETWEEN" AT THE 
REQUEST OF EGYPTIANS (REFTEL), FRENCH DEPUTY PERM REP LECOMPT 
CALLED POLCOUNS APRIL 20 TO ASK FOR FURTHER DETAIL ON WHAT WE 
HAVE TOLD EGYPTIANS ABOUT OUR POSITION ON APPARENT EGYPTIAN 
INTEREST IN EARLY RESUMPTION OF MIDDLE WAST DEBATE ON SECRETARY 
GENERAL S REPORT. 

2. LECOMPT WAS INFORMED THAT US POSITION HAS NOT CHANGED. WE 
STILL PERCEIVE THAT IT WOULD SERVE NO USEFUL PURPOSE IN THE 
OVERALL PEACE EFFORT TO REOPEN SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATE, HOWECER 
BREIFLY. WITH REGARD TO EGYPTIAN FLEXIBILITY ABOUT SPECIFIC 
LANGUAGE IN DRAFT RESOLUTION, THE US CANNOT AGREE TO INCLUSION 
OF ANY SUBSTANCE IN A RESOLUTION. WITHOUT DEBATING SPECIFIC 
FORMULATIONS, WHETHER THEY ARE BASED UPON PREVIOUSLY 
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AGREED WORDING OR NOT, WE BELIEVE THAT ATTEMPTS TO INJECT 
SUBSTANTIVE CONSIDERATIONS INTO THIS RESOLUTION WOULD BE 
UNSETTLEING IN THE PEACE PROCESS. 

3. LECOMPT EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR THIS FURTHER 
CLARIFICATION AND ASKED WHETHER WE HAVE IMPRESSION THAT 
EGYPTIANS INTEND TO PRESS FOR AN EARLY SECURITY COUNCIL 
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MEETING. HE WAS TOLD THAT WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED A CLEAR 
RESPONSE FROM EGYPTIAN GOVT, BUT HAVE IMPRESSION FROM 
INFORMAL CONVERATIONS THAT THEY DO 
NOT INTEND TO PRESS FOR A MEETING AT THIS TIME. LECOMPT 
ASKED WHETHER US COULD PROJECT HOW LONG IT INTENDED TO 
ADHERE TO ITS PRESENT POSITION, AND HE WAS TOLD THAT IT 
DEPENDED MORE ON PROGRESS OF OVERALL EFFORTS TO OPEN NE- 
GOTIATIONS AT GENEVA AND NO PRECISE TIMEFRAME CAN BE 
PROJECTED. 
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